Jackson, Citing Need To See Ray, 


Ray piorteil another escape attempt 
this spring, NBC says Page 2. / 

By JAN .'VLA.VSVBLL AVB,NT ' Y 

N«‘?KS-5^tin€lS?aff Write* ^ 

C;vi! Riahts ieader Rev. Jesse Jackson 


Rev, James Lawson,, the Memphis minis- 
ter who solicited Dr. King’s heb during 
the strike, now a pastor ;n Los .Angeles, 
Calif., and .AJvin Poussaint, a board 
member of Ope.-a:ion PUSH (Peooie 


• “As long as these forces of evil 
(coriSpirators) are operative,'’ Mr. Jack- 
son said, “my own safety a.nd others is 
jeopardized. Tne lives of those who raise 
the sa.me issues as Dr. Kina did are in 


says -,e has an obligation to find out from 
Ja.mes Ea.n Ray if there was a conspira- 
cy .n the assassination of Dr. Martin La- 
mer King Jr., a.nd he has barged the 
press wnth helping discover the t.-jth. 

Mr. Jackson wiU meet with Ray today 
at Brushy Mountain Periiter.da—/ to dis- 
cxiss -Ray's roie in the 1968 assassinarion. 

-Mr. Jackson, speaking at a cress con- 
■’erence last ni.ghi at McGhee- Tyson .Air- 
port. -said 'I would be “cowardly to avoid 



7f wsKiid be 
inespcnsible 
tc ignore . . . 
(Rcy)' 


•R=.y and the conspirators." Mr. Jackson 
'-S m town wttn .Mark Lane, Ray's lawyert 


United to Save H t.m.a.nitv). 

“It w’ouid be u~esD 0 nstbi 6 to ignore a 
pe.'"Sona! letter r'rom the m.a.n most as- 
sociated -w:th the murder of Dr. Kina," 
Mr. Jackson said, refsrn.ng to a letter 
Ray wrote last month urging black lead- 
ers across the count-/ to support his bid 
for a new trlaL 

for the press to do same investigative re- 
pcrting m the^ Watergate spiriu" Mr. 
Jacxson sa;Q. " iheres enough smoke to 
06 riTc somtwncrsr. 

Ot,her "easons .Mr. Jackson listed last 
night for seeing Ray tocav are: 

• Ray is a “poliiicai prisoner," .Mr. 
Jackson said. To dsciar? h:m insane “is a 
way of protecting somebody.'’ 

» President Carter cannot ignoi-e 
Ray. “He has a rr:orai cciiaation to in- 
quire,'’ Mr. Jackson said. "President 
Carter said he did not have legal hjnsdic- 
tion of Ray in Tennessee — t.hat :s a 
matter for Tennessee. He doesn't have 
jurisdictior. over Moscow either, but he 
could express a morai concern. We’re 
asking t.hat he be ccnscstent." 



jeopardy, i can't pursue th-; happiness 
■-.hat has been guara.nteed." Mr. Jacxson 
said his life has been threatened, 'it :s an 
occupationai hazard to those wr:;- Ties: 
raise t.ne issue for democracy uriC mstice. 


* “'We need to k.now the roie cf t.he 
FBI in the assassination,"’ ce saic. “To 
know its roie of omission or commessien 
is in our national interest. Tyra.nr-v can 
only be healed if it is first exposed, t-hen 
fougiit." 


Challenges Press 

* Mr* Jaexson said Rays ietter shows 
Ray was invojved ir. the ksassination at 
some level and is wfUir.g to sharg chg 
iHjOi'UiuL;cn .te has. Rav m;av mereiv be a 
diversion or a sacrifictai iam/o.” 

• “T have a deep emotional need to 
see the man invoivec'm diiine Dr. King," 
he concinuec. “The triiu.maric’exner.en^e 
of watc.hing an assassin 
forgotten.” 

Mr. Jackson said he 
Ray to come to trial an< 
dence Ray has be made 



prisoners, Mr, Jackson said oeopie ar 
-eacti_ng more to ernbarrassme.nt' duihi: 
SALT negotiations .mther than the accu 
racy of xh^ scat^TTient. 

“In 1945 ccunt-:/ arrss:ed^3.0C 
Japsn6S'8 ciuazsns .ir.c cut "jiem in co” 
cerrrs-jGri camp* i.id ’ock away che: 
property.'^ he saic, 'Tbev were ciearr 


tccommoca 


;< 




Situuonai recuest^'’ he said 

\lr. -iacKscri saic Rav -s uhe 

' ‘Ji tiie -Situa'icri. 

iiies are -.ne JnK. concinLeci Mr 

JacKson said without Ray. me situation 
CP ever, more cr'ficu:’ ""o 

it :S most ciiTicuit 10 revi-/e cuhlic 
interest .n the Rav case." Mr. Jackson 
toic The -Vews-.Ser.f.rr-! later. '"The 


cence B: - ■< . 

Gcver-rr.er.i. — paricuiar'- the F3; — 
may very weii be .“e cn— am, ase4-, 
^’^ponsicie rcr Dr. Kira’s 
Retemng to U.S 
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Lions j£sic '„ivic Rights i^gisiatioiL^ 
Mr. jSicksch ssid ir:6 oil] •ruin3insi3ci in 
the ?.:gr.3 Act of I9&4. 

“Ib 1971, 13.0G0 antiwar pi*otest=rs 
were arroszac en masoe 'ey John MitcheH 
anc Kacnarc Nixon icr jroL'Osaing Ajnszi"' 

“Now,** he saiG, 'N-ere are 4CG.9C0 
L‘.S pnszners. .More :han NJO^OOO are 
Diacit 'jT :rovN*n or peer. Thousands are 
there because ooey can’t afford . to. pay 
ban cone, .oousancs are there because 
poiicies LL'Ic ceraar? csesiect •zenied 
]GG zratrarg and reduced Lheir Sie 
tpcic-ns 






